
  

 

March 2016 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
With only a couple of days to go before the end of term, there are several important pieces of 
information I would like to bring to your attention.  Each year group will have a Lenten Mass at St 
Oswald’s Church to remember that this is a time of personal penance, caring for others, and 
listening more attentively to the readings from Scripture that bring alive God’s intention for the 
world.   
 
The spring newsletter is now on our website and contains articles written by the pupils 
themselves about all the fantastic activities they have been involved in this term. Whenever I get 
the chance, I state that our pupils are the school’s best advertisement and this proved to be the 
case yet again this term, with the many superb successes in curricular and extra-curricular 
activities which you can read all about in the newsletter and on our school website. 
 
You will remember I wrote to parents asking each family to contribute £10 towards the 
Archdiocesan School Building Levy in November, which we have benefitted from greatly over the 
last four years.  Our school figure is £10,000 which we now must pay. Unfortunately the school 
has only received £1,968, which represents contributions from only 190 families out of the 1,000 
we have in school - many thanks to those families who have paid.  Could I politely remind the 
remaining families to make their contributionsas as soon as possible please? 
 
Traffic congestion along Rookery Avenue continues to be a problem. I have mentioned this several 
times over the last two years and have asked parents to refrain from driving down Rookery 
Avenue and/or using the school car park (particularly between 8.00-8.45 and 2.45-3.15) to drop 
off/pick up pupils.  Unfortunately, these requests have been ignored and the situation has steadily 
deteriorated, so much so that I am now very concerned for the safety of our pupils.  As stated 
previously, it should be considered a courtesy and a safety measure to the parents of pupils and 
particularly the pupils themselves who walk to school and use this entrance. Our designated drop- 
off point is at St Oswald’s Church car park on St Oswald’s Road; it is less than five minutes walk 
from there.   Alternatively, pupils can be dropped off on Warrington Road, where they can use the 
crossing at Robinsons if necessary; it is less than three minutes walk from there. 
 
There have been a number of ‘near misses’ on the car park by parents dropping off pupils at the 
front of school and then manoeuvering away from staff cars who are arriving for work, as well as 
from cars reversing into Ramsey Close after dropping pupils off and not noticing other pupils  
behind their cars.  The kerbs along the avenue are continually being mounted to avoid waiting for 
clear passage and the residents have made several complaints to the school and to the council.   
 
The safety of our pupils has got to be paramount in any considerations and I fear that a small 
number of parents are putting their own convenience above pupil safety.  I will be monitoring the 
situation closely in the summer term, as I feel that unless improvements are made alternative 
arrangements will have to be implemented.  The obvious solution is to have no pupil access via 
Rookery Avenue so that all pupils would access school via the pedestrian Warrington Road 
entrance.  Please help us to keep your child and all children in the school safe by not driving down 



Rookery Avenue and/or using the school car park between 8.00-8.45 and 2.45-3.15, I do not 
want to wait until a serious accident occurs and then take action - your support in this matter is 
imperative. 
 
Term will end on Tuesday 22nd March at 3.05 p.m.  School will re-open for pupils on Thursday 7th 
April 2016. On behalf of the staff, pupils and governors of the school I wish you all a wonderful 
Easter. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Mr Mark Dumican 
Headteacher 
 


